Tricuspid regurgitation: pathophysiology and management.
Tricuspid regurgitation (TR) is one of the most commonly encountered valvular problems in clinical practice. Although diagnosed easily with echocardiography, it contributes to significant mortality and morbidity when severe. Once thought to be a benign functional valvular abnormality, TR has received more attention in recent years and different treatment options have emerged. However, there is no consensus regarding the superiority of one treatment approach over another. With the development of percutaneous atrioventricular valves, new horizons are open for exploration in the treatment of TR. Clinical indications of treatment are likely to change with increased use of left ventricular assist devices and increased survival of patients with poor right ventricular function. This review discusses the pathophysiology and management of TR along with newer treatment modalities currently under investigation.